
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHEDZOY PARISH COUNCIL HELD BY TELEPHONE 
CONFERENCE CALL ON MONDAY 15th MARCH 2021 AT 7.30 PM. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Brian Gale, Marion Dethier, Nick Griffiths, Simon Howes (Chairman), John 
Paige, Pat Lennard and Rodney Young. 
 
Also present: - Cllrs. Anthony Betty (SDC) and Liz Perry (SDC). 
 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry). 
 
1. Apologies: - Cllr. David Hall (SCC). 

 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting of 15th February 2021 were taken as read, agreed and 

signed. 
 
 

3. Matters arising from the minutes: -  
 
a. Replacement of Footpath stile behind the Church. 

 
There is a need to replace a footpath stile behind the Church, in connection with the 
Climate Change grant application. The stile in question is situated on a footpath 
which runs between land owned by two local landowners, one of which has indicated 
his agreement with the other still to be approached on the matter. The agreement is 
required before work can commence. 
 
The Clerk agreed to make the approach to the landowner. 
 

b. Flooding in Manor Road. 
 
The Clerk reported that the letter has now been hand delivered to the householders 
of numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 Higher Road, reminding them of the need to keep the 
portion of outfall ditch which runs along the bottom of their gardens (in Manor Road), 
clear of all debris so that surface water can drain as efficiently as possible from 
Manor Road (the site of regular localised flooding), at times of significant rainfall. 
 
A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes. 
 

4. County Councillor’s report: - None. 
 

5. District Councillors’ reports: - 
 
a. Solar Park  

 
Cllr Anthony Betty reported that he had recently emailed the developers to establish 
the position regarding the proposed solar park, close to the parish (and of which 
there has been no apparent developments), and he now awaits a reply. 

 
      He feels this has so far got no further than the embryonic stage. 
 
b. Cllr. Liz Perry reminded the meeting that she would be withdrawing from the 

meeting before the planning proposal was discussed (to avoid a potential conflict of 
interest as she sits on the SDC planning committee). 
 
 
 



c. Unitary government reorganisation in Somerset. 
 
Simon Howes (Chairman), brought up this matter and said there was to be a “zoom” 
meeting on Wednesday 10th April, which the Clerk has agreed to attend. The Clerk 
has requested the councillors let him know of any questions they may have, so that 
he can raise them.  
 
Questions can be sent in by any member of the public. Go to :- 
 
justin@somerset-alc.org.uk  
 
The current comprehensive formal consultation ends on 19th April 2021. 
 
Simon has put the following questions forward: - 
 
a. Exactly what powers or procedures will be delegated, and what additional 

resources will be passed down to pay for the additional costs involved? 
 

b. What are the plans to pool some parishes and town councils into collective 
groups? How much of this will be forced upon us and are we in danger of losing 
our local voice, decision making and resources? For example, we may be loath 
to accept losing Chedzoy’s independence by being absorbed into Bridgwater 
town. We may wish to maintain our more rural outlook and practices, in particular 
local planning decisions, His personal opinion is we would not want to become a 
housing development site as a suburb. 

 
He suggested that everyone reads both “One Somerset” and “Stronger 
Somerset” proposals and considers their own questions. 
 
Following a productive discussion, it was felt appropriate to call a special Parish 
Council meeting to consider these proposals exclusively, on Tuesday 13th April, 
after the “zoom” meeting, to agree any parish response to the consultation which 
may be felt appropriate.  

 
6. Planning:: - 

 
a. Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended). 
 
Application No: - 18/21/00001/EC. 
Location: - On land to the rear of, Quantock View, Higher Road, Chedzoy. Bridgwater. 
Proposal: - Erection of 2 no dwellings with associated parking. 
Applicant: - Mr Chandler. 
 
The Clerk outlined some background to this application by saying this was the latest in a 
series of three applications (the others having been rejected), the last one of which was 
generally considered to represent “over development”. He also noted that he was not aware 
of any formal opposition to the development although comments were allowed until 28th 
March 2021. 
 
The Chairman invited any members of the public taking part in the telephone meeting to 
identify themselves if they wished to speak on the matter; no members of the public came 
forward.  He commented that this current proposal involved the construction of two linked 
detached (linked at the garages, both of which are at the centre of the plans), three 
bedroomed homes with associated parking for up to four cars. He suggested it represented a 
modest development which may form an appropriate alternative to the current unsightly 
former builder’s yard and that it was a positive sign that no objections had been raised to 
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date. 
 
The matter of flood risk, traffic etc. would be dealt with by the expert departments which are 
consulted as a matter of course. 
 
The Chairman called for a vote which was unanimously in favour of the proposal, and the 
Clerk was asked to submit the following comments to the SDC planning department: - 
  
“The Parish Council of Chedzoy strongly supports this application. The proposal 
represents a modest development of a site which has for many years been an 
unsightly “blot” on the village curtilage in the area, and in need of improvement.” 
 
b. Sibley’s Barn, Front Street, Chedzoy Bridgwater. 

 
For the last few months the Parish Council has been attempting to establish that all 
necessary planning approvals and considerations had been looked into concerning the 
reported housing of up to 19 HPC workers from overseas. The Parish Council has been 
seeking assurances that matters such as traffic flow into the village and congestion and 
road safety issues at the school bus pick-up and drop-off point which is situated just 
outside the entrance to the establishment, had received appropriate consideration. 
 
The matter was brought to the attention of the SDC planning enforcement department, 
and the Clerk reported that they have confirmed the matter is to be investigated 
appropriately (reference number E18/00033 B) although enforcement is taking longer due 
to Covid restrictions.. 
 
There has been some degree of occupation under this change of use for a few months, 
with no formal complaints having been received to date. 
 

c. Planning breach at West Moor House, Ward Lane, Chedzoy Bridgwater TA7 8RN. 
 
This concerns the continuing occupation of a residential mobile home at the above 
address, and associated gardening and firewood supply business activities. The 
permission for the temporary habitation of the mobile home expired over two years ago. 
 
Matter for investigation: - Possible breach of condition no 3 of planning permission 
reference 18/17/00001 relating to the occupation and subsequent removal of a caravan, 
processing and sale of logs and running a flower business. 
 
It is generally known that the occupants have recently purchased a house in the village 
and are intending to move out of the caravan as soon as they have completed necessary 
works to their new home. 
 
Enforcement outcomes are in the hands of Sedgemoor District Council. 

 
 

7. Correspondence. 
 
a. Playing field cycle track. 

 
A new specialist cycle track was installed recently at the playing field site, and a letter of 
complaint about some aspects of the issue was recently received by the Parish Council. 
A lack of prior warning and discussion with the immediate neighbours of the area, 
together with associated vehicular parking problems as a result of it are among the points 
raised. 
 



The Clerk said that the Parish Council was not involved in the proposal and had received 
no prior notice of it, and he replied to the letter appropriately saying that the Playing Field 
Association was an independent unincorporated body which held sole responsibility for 
the day to day running of the facility, together with fund raising and arranging the 
obligatory periodic safety inspections of the equipment. 
 
Contact detailed of the Association were supplied. 
 

b. Mud on Chedzoy Lane. 
 
The ongoing problem of muddy conditions on Chedzoy Lane near Temple Farm was 
discussed. Recent posts concerning this have recently been seen on the village 
Facebook website. 
 
The problem seems to be that some local landowners/farmers using the track opposite 
the entrance to Temple Farm during the recent wet weather conditions, have reduced the 
track to an unacceptably muddy state (rendering it impassable by many footpath 
walkers), and the heavy farm equipment using the track has dragged a large quantity of 
mud on to the highway which is then washed into road drains causing blockage. This is 
causing considerable inconvenience to neighbouring householders, not to mention the  
hazard the mud causes to both motorists and in particular to cyclists and motor cyclists 
who have complained after experiencing problems on this busy main route into the 
village.  
 
Cllr John Paige commented as a motorcyclist himself on the serious road safety issue 
that this causes in several parts of the village at fairly frequent times. 
 
The following discussion covered other areas of similar concern, where farm vehicles and 
livestock drop mud onto the highway, causing potentially serious road safety concerns 
although it was noted that some farmers/landowners were more diligent than others. 
 
The law is quite clear on the matter, and states that the offending landowners/farmers are 
responsible for placing warning signs and clearing up mud dropped on the highway by 
either farm traffic or livestock. 

 
The Clerk was asked to draft a suitable letter reminding landowners and farmers of their 
responsibilities, and to send it out to all landowners and farmers in the locality reminding 
them of their obligations. 
 

c. Playing Field Association reference request. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had recently received a request to give a reference on behalf 
of the Playing Field Association in connection for grant assistance they were seeking 
from the Somerset Community Foundation. 
 
He said he had been pleased to respond positively to the request. 
 

 
8. Matters arising from the correspondence. – None. 

 
9. Finance. 

 
Balances after allowing for all items issued: 
 

                                Lloyds Bank current account £ 6863.74. 
                         “        “     deposit     “         £     2.48. 



                            Cambridge E A    “          £12389.43 (earmarked funds). 
 
Three cheques to issue: - 
 
No 720 £150.47 payee CN Fry (March net salary- he had been overpaid by £2 last 
month. 
      721 £114.40      “     HMRC (paye Jan/Feb/March 2021). 
      722 £40.00        “     Oxford rural (allotment rent).  
 
With the recent news of the success of the Climate Change grant application (see item 
10(c) AOB below), the earmarked funds contained in the Cambridge building society 
account (built up over the last 20 or so years), designed to cover the eventual enclosure 
of the strip of land for the extension of the churchyard (with a fully stock proofed fence), 
or by prior agreement, will fairly soon be needed. 
 

10. Any other business and date of the next meeting: - 
 
Any other business. –  
 
a. Clerks’ and Councils’ Direct Magazine. 

 
The latest edition has been received. 
 

b. Footpath Officer’s report. 
 
Ian Medland has kindly supplied the following report: - 
 
“Footpath Officer update for the 15th March meeting of the CPC. 
 
Strimming activity: 
 
I have been out strimming footpaths on four occasions this year, a total of about ten 
hours and 925 metres. I record the stats for SCC. 
 
- From the Church along the field edge to Springfield Cottages Ward Lane. 
- The path beside West End Cottages. 
- From Fry’s Lane, behind Front Street, to the missing stile behind Three Oaks 

Farm. 
- From Ward Lane, opposite White Hart cottages to the stone steps further along 

Ward Lane. 
 
Marker discs and vegetation clearance. 
 
Karen and I have been out on two occasions putting up marker discs and clearing            
vegetation. It’s clear that other people are taking their secateurs for a walk and helping to keep 
paths clear. 
 
A comment on the village Facebook page highlighted difficulty in identifying the route from 
Fisher’s Farm to the motorway footbridge. We have signed this as best we can and continued on 
to Fowler’s Plot. 
 
SCC have declined my requests for a number of additional posts around the parish. There are a 
number of points where markers would be helpful but there is nowhere to affix them. SCC expect 
walkers to be equipped with a 1:2000 scale map to be able to follow paths without the need for 
marker signs. 
 



The second route was from Fry’s Lane to Moor Drove at a point near Penwood Farm and along 
Moor Drove to Fowler’s Plot. 
 
 
 
Issues. 
 
Moor Drove has tree metal gates across the path at various points. The top hinge has pulled out 
of the rotten wood of one of them. Strength is needed to open it and much more strength to lift the 
whole thing up to close it. It needs to be repaired to allow the path to be usable by all. 
 
I reported to the meeting on 21st December 2020 that earth had been piled up over the path by 
the Church as a result of groundworks at 1 White Hart Cottages Ward Lane. People have had to 
walk over this as nothing has been done to restore the path over the last three months.” 
 
Ian has emailed on a further couple of issues: - 
 
“On one of their litter picking/fly tipping clearance outings they put up a couple of official “Don’t 
leave your litter here” posters which I got from SDC, along Rugg’s Drove between the A372 and 
Fowler’s Plot where significant rubbish dumping takes place. We can only hope they change 
minds.” 
 
“I was just going to send an email about a previous issue I have reported to the Parish Council. 
The ditches on Chedzoy Lane where Manor Road comes out (at Yew Tree Cottage), have 
previously been used for dumping garden waste. The Parish Council decision in the autumn was 
to monitor. I have been out litter picking for an hour and seen the ditch opposite Yew Tree 
Cottage has had grass cutting and turf trimming/divots added to it very recently. A former parish 
councillor has told me that the occupier had nearly knocked him off his bike throwing this stuff 
across the road without looking. That’s a separate issue but it appears to confirm the obvious 
conclusion that the occupier is continuing to use he outfall ditch for his garden waste.” 
 
The matter of blocked outfall ditches around the village is currently very much to the fore and the 
Clerk was asked to draft a letter to be sent to the relevant householder identified here. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to remind the householder at 1 White Hart Cottages about the 
continuing soil problem at the rear of their property. 
 

c. Climate Emergency Fund grant application 
 
The Clerk read the following letter confirming the comprehensive success of the 
application made by the Chedzoy Fair Share Habitat Project: - 
 
“Dear Mr Fry, 
 
Climate Emergency Community Fund application No: 418101 
 
Thank you for your application to SCC’s Climate Emergency Community Fund for 
funding to support the Chedzoy Fair Share Habitat Project. 
 
The Fund’s aim is to support projects that most significantly contribute to achieving 
the goals of our Climate Emergency Strategy and to those that best deliver a legacy 
beyond the life of the project. 
 
The grant award panel has carefully considered your application and are delighted to 
be able to offer you the full amount of the application - £14,490. 
 



We will shortly be in touch to confirm the terms of the grant award and any conditions 
that may apply prior to the commencement of your project. 
 
We very much look forward to working with you and wish you every success. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Cllr. David Fothergill, 
Leader of Somerset County Council.” 
 
This news is greatly welcomed by not only the entire Parish Council, but also the 
parishioners of Chedzoy. And the Chairman expressed his gratitude to Steph Bryan 
and the members of the Chedzoy Fair Share Habitat Group for all their hard work in 
compiling the application on behalf of the Parish Council, not to mention the great 
deal of work that lies ahead! 
 

d. Yew tree at the bus shelter. 
 
Rodney Young reported on the poor state of this aged Yew tree, and the need for it 
to be severely pruned to improve the aesthetic view of the centre of the village. 
 
Following a discussion he was asked to report back to the next regular meeting with 
some costings information. 
 
 

Date of the next meeting: - Monday 19th April 2021 at 7.30 pm. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50 
pm. 

 
              
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


